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as light and heat, as popularly conceived. Yet, while
allowing this, I think we may still regard the attribu-
tion of qualities like colour to objects as in the main
correct and answering to a real fact. When a person
says an object is red, he is understood by everybody as
affirming something which is true or false, something
therefore which either involves an external fact or is
illusory. It would involve an external fact whenever
the particular sensation which he receives is the re-
sult of a physical action (ether vibrations of a certain
order), which would produce a like sensation in any-
body else in the same situation and endowed with the
normal retinal sensibility. On the other hand, an
illusory attribution of colour would imply that there
is no corresponding physical agency at work in the
case, but that the sensation is connected with excep-
tional individual conditions, as, for example, altered
retinal sensibility.

We are now, perhaps, in a position to frame a rough
definition of an illusion of perception as popularly
understood. A large number of such phenomena may
be described as consisting in the formation of percepts
or quasi-percepts in the minds of individuals under
external circumstances which would not give rise to
similar percepts in the case of other people.

A little consideration, howevei*, will show that this
is not an adequate definition of what is ordinarily
understood by an illusion of sense. There are special
circumstances which are fitted to excite a momentary
illusion in all minds. The optical illusions due to the
reflection and refraction of light are not peculiar to
the individual, but arise in all minds under precisely
similar external conditions.